ompml‘ing

Do you want to become a better gardener? Enrich your soil? Reduce the amount of frash
you throw away each week? Whatever your reasons, composting has many benefits.
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BROWNS GREENS

(Ratio 3:1)

What are examples of "Browns” & “"Greens”?

Browns & Greens cannot always be determined
by their color. Below are some examples:

BROWNS GREENS
e Dry leaves e Fruit & vegetable
o Straw scraps
e \WWoodchips e Rinsed eggshells

e Sawdust o Coffee grounds
e Shredded paper e Unfreated grass
e Brown paper bags  clippings
e Tea leaves e Corn cobs
e Manure from
vegetarian pets

Should | put my compost in the sun or shade?

[t's best in the shade because the compost is less
likely to dry out: dry compost does not decay.

How long does it take to compost?

e Depending on how carefully you manage your
pile for the correct conditions, composting
takes from 1 month to 2 years.

¢ A pile turned every week or so and carefully
managed for all the right condifions may
compost in a month or ftwo.

e A pile not turned or managed will take about
six months to two years to fully compost.

o [t is not essential to compost quickly. It's really
up to you. Just be sure to compost responsibly
and turn your pile if it starts to give off foul
odors.

MOISTURE AlR

Should | add inoculents, activators or
accelerators?

¢ |[noculents and activators are not recommended.

e Accelerators are generally a quick fix of nifrogen
that won't last long and are a potential source of
water pollution as they are easily washed out of
your pile into surface and ground water. If you
need to add high nitrogen “greens” to your pile,
organic sources like grass clippings. manure, food
scraps or even bone meal give a slow release of
nifrogen and are better for composting.

Is there anything | shouldn’t compost?

Yes! Avoid adding anything to your pile that will
aftract wild animals and rodents as well as
diseased plants. See our list below:

DO NOT COMPOST

e Meat e Fish

e Dairy products e Bones

e Diseased plants e Dog or cat feces
e Grease, oils or fats o Kitty litter

e Bread e Human waste

e Rice or pastas e Treated wood

e Dressings or sauces e Ash from BBQ's

e Nufs or nut butters or coals
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How can | use my compost?

There are a lot of ways tfo use your compost
even if you don’t have a garden. You can use it
as fertilizer for potted house plants, give as a gift
to the avid gardener, or sprinkle it on your lawn
to enrich the soil.

Can composting be done indoors?

Yes! Composting can be done indoors using an
earthworm farm. Not only can you recycle your
food scraps, you can also have a steady supply
of fishing bait!

s it safe to have “critters” in my pile?

Definitely. Bacteria, fungi., molds, earthworms,
insects and other soil organisms eat all types of
organic material and in the process convert
nufrients into a form plants can utilize. The
process of composting is simply a matter of
providing the soil organisms with food, water
and oxygen. They do the rest!

What temperature should my pile get t0?

Ideally, your compost pile should get to about
140-160° F. Be sure to check the temperature
every so often with a thermometer.

When your pile has cooled within 10° F of the
outdoor temperature, your compost is ready to
use!

Troubleshoofing
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e Pile is wet & stinky.

e Pile is dry. e Too much “brown” material.
Not enough water.
e Pile is cold. e Lack of nitrogen.

e Pile is attracting pests
& rodents.

e Pile is attracting flies.

Tips & Tricks

/
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e Select a level, partially-shaded spot with good
water drainage 8-12° away from walls, fences,
bushes, doors and windows.

e Collect dry leaves and grass in separate, dry
containers so you can use them year-round.

e Adding pet hair will discourage rodents.

e Cuf kifchen scraps & cardboard up into smaller
pieces. (smaller pieces = faster decomposition)

e Turn your pile every week or two with an aerator
tool or old broom handle.

e Don’t be alarmed if your pile steams or shrinks —
that means it’s working and materials are decom-
posing.

e Sift out larger pieces that haven’t yet decom-
posed before using the composted materials and
just put that stuff back in top of the bin.

e Can't use it all yourself? Share it with your friends
& neighbors!

\

See below for some helpful hints to keep your
compost heap functioning efficiently.
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e Too much “green” material.

e Improper materials added.
Insufficient covering.

e Food scraps are exposed.
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scraps at the center of the pile.

e Add fresh kitchen scraps. Moisten
with water. Cover pile to reduce
evaporation.

e Add “green” materials.

e Use a pest-resistant bin. Avoid
adding grease, oils, meats, breads,
etc. Cover food scraps with soil or
“brown” material. Put kitchen
scraps in the center.

e Cover “green” material with
“browns” & put kitchen scraps in
the center of the pile.

e Add “brown” material, turn pile, put




